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Proclamation 6889—Loyalty Day,
1996
April 30, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In his inaugural address, President John

F. Kennedy said, ‘‘Since this country was
founded, each generation of Americans has
been summoned to give testimony to its na-
tional loyalty.’’ The members of our Armed
Forces have long responded to such a call,
though their task has often been difficult and
fraught with peril. Drawing on an abiding de-
votion to country, America’s service men and
women have faced loneliness and danger,
grave injury and death, to protect our Na-
tion’s interests and to reach out to others by
providing humanitarian assistance.

In pausing to honor all those who have
dedicated their lives to our freedom, let us
reflect on their deep commitment to the fun-
damental ideals of independence, justice,
and equality—the very foundations of our
way of life—and draw inspiration from their
shining example. For more than 200 years,
America’s shores have embraced immigrants
seeking opportunity, while our system of gov-
ernment has encouraged people around the
world who struggle against tyranny and op-
pression. Following the brave men and
women who wear our Nation’s uniform, let
us each do our part to strengthen this legacy
and to ensure that future generations will
enjoy and cherish the precious liberties we
hold so dear.

To nurture loyalty to and love of country,
the Congress, by Public Law 85–529, has
designated May 1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty
Day.’’ We spend this day in celebration of
our Constitution and Bill of Rights, and we
honor the extraordinary sacrifices made by
the members of our Armed Forces through-
out our Nation’s proud history.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 1996, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, including recitation of the Pledge of
Allegiance. I also call upon government offi-

cials to display the flag on all government
buildings and grounds.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 1, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 2.

Proclamation 6890—Law Day,
U.S.A., 1996
April 30, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For more than three decades, we have set

aside the first day of May to honor the role
our legal system plays in maintaining our
country’s greatness, to celebrate the precious
freedoms our citizens have enjoyed since
America’s beginnings, and to recognize the
crucial role of the law in ensuring our secu-
rity and prosperity. Today, as we confront
the threats of domestic and international ter-
rorism and the violence that plagues our
neighborhoods and schools, it is more impor-
tant than ever for Americans to understand
the extraordinary legacy left to us by our
Founders and to reaffirm the ideals of lib-
erty, equality, and justice.

This year’s theme, ‘‘The Constitution: The
Original American Dream,’’ underscores the
centrality of this precious document in our
national life. The doctrines set forth in our
Constitution have made possible our
progress and unparalleled history of freedom.
Written more than 200 years ago, its meas-
ures were crafted by people who believed
in individual rights and who understood that
liberty must be the basis for our system of
laws. As we approach a new century, we can
be proud that our remarkable, dynamic Con-
stitution, while reflecting the mores and cul-
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ture of its time, continues to express Ameri-
ca’s profound commitment to human dignity.

We celebrate the Constitution as a model
for other nations around the world, as the
purest expression of American law, and as
the ultimate authority for our statutes, judi-
cial decisions, and Executive actions. But its
power also depends on an informed, involved
citizenry. Each of us must take personal re-
sponsibility for our actions and respect the
rights of others. In homes, schools, neighbor-
hoods, and businesses we must honor the
rule of law and cherish the promise of equal-
ity and opportunity for all people. Every
American must work to see that our Nation’s
legal system remains a model for the rest of
the world and that future generations will
continue to share its blessings.

On this day and throughout the year, let
us consider the written instruments that have
so profoundly shaped our experience and pay
tribute to all those who enforce and maintain
our legal and judicial systems—including po-
lice officers, community policing volunteers,
lawyers, and members of our independent
judiciary. Their efforts help to ensure that
Americans will always enjoy individual lib-
erties and a just society.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1996,
as Law Day, U.S.A. I urge all Americans to
recognize the rule of law as the basis for free-
dom in our democratic society and to learn
more about the United States Constitution.
I call upon members of the legal profession,
civic associations, educators, librarians, pub-
lic officials, and the media to promote the
observance of this day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities. I also call upon public
officials to display the flag of the United
States on all government buildings through-
out the day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:51 a.m., May 1, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 2.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 1, 1996

Middle East Peace Process
The President. First, let me say I am very

pleased to have Chairman Arafat in the Oval
Office today. We need to take this oppor-
tunity to take stock about where we are with
our common efforts in the Middle East. I
had a good visit with Prime Minister Peres
yesterday, and I look forward to this one.

I do want to make two specific points be-
fore we begin. First of all, I want to applaud
the action that Chairman Arafat has taken
in keeping the commitment he made at the
Sharm al-Sheikh meeting to revise the Pal-
estinian Covenant. I think that was ap-
plauded by all Americans.

And secondly, we now have to work hard
on where we go from here. I want to talk
to him about what we can do to improve the
welfare of the Palestinian people and what
we can do to continue to work together to
improve security for all the people in the re-
gion. And I’m looking forward to that con-
versation.

Palestinian State
Q. Mr. President, do you endorse a Pal-

estinian State as we did so avidly the creation
of the State of Israel?

The President. I endorse the continuation
of the talks between the Palestinians and the
Israelis to resolve that problem.

Q. Well, how does the U.S. feel?
The President. We are going to do every-

thing we have done—we can do, just as we
have since I took office, not to get in the
way of these parties making a permanent
peace that suits them. That’s what we want
to do.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Chairman Arafat, can we ask you how

you view the state of Israel-Palestinian rela-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:28 Jan 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P18MY4.001 p18my4


